NASA GRIP Site Survey Trip Report

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, Christiansted, St. Croix and Bridgetown, Barbados

May 23, 2010

NASA representatives:  Marilyn Vasques, Mike Craig, Dan Chirica and Chris Jennison

In preparation of the 2010 GRIP (Genesis and Rapid Intensification Processes) Experiment, a site visit was conducted to finalize arrangements in Ft. Lauderdale and evaluate St. Croix and Barbados as possible suitcase options.

Ft. Lauderdale, Hollywood Airport (KFLL)

a.  Office Space – Lab layouts and details will be provided in the Orientation package.

•  Break room – ESPO will set up break room with refrigerator, coffee maker, microwave and water.  There is a snack and soda machine downstairs and a snack bar in the building (open 10-4).

•  Office area is 3 miles from Embassy Suites and 1 mile from a large conference room we can use for the Orientation meeting and any other big meetings.

b.  Car parking – Parking passes will be provided to park in long-term parking lot.  ESPO will confirm the hours the lot is open.   All parking passes need to be returned at then end of the visit (see ESPO).  Hertz has a local office.

c.  Security – ESPO will manage badging.  GRIP team will stay in designated area and make a direct line to and from DC-8 while  staying alert to customs aircraft traffic.  
•  Badges must be collected by ESPO as personnel depart Ft. Lauderdale to return home.  The PI web registration is the method to add personnel to the access list.
d.  Orientation - Security and Ops would both like to present at the orientation.  FBO rep will also attend and present. Fire department will be invited for tours (coordinate through Ops).  Scheduled for Aug 13.
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St. Croix (STX)
FBO – The FBO will bus personnel from aircraft to main office.  They will also arrange taxis to hotel or to nearby restaurants (KFC, McD, Wendy’s, Subway, Pizza Hut and Turtles about 15min from airport).  

•  Shipping can be done by Express Mail with 1 day delivery if less than 75lbs.  (RR#1 Henry E. Rohlsen Airport, Kinghill, VI 00850).  

•  Office area for Flight Planning telecons with internet and conference phone is available as well as a FAX machine.
Customs – MUST have current Passport.  No Customs or immigration entering St. Croix but we do need Customs, Immigration and Agriculture upon departure (no fruit). 

Per diem for Aug/Sept:  135 + 92 = 227

Cars – Can rent cars but St. Croix they drive on the left.  Highly recommend taxi.  Many cars in St. Croix are right hand drive but you still drive on the left.  

Hotels - Not near airport.  About 20min cab ride (~$20 each way).  Two hotels in town that are side by side would work well.  The one draw back is that there are not convenient markets nearby the hotels.  The hotel-associated restaurants will, however, make sandwiches that PIs can keep them in their room refrigerators for the next day. Both hotels are on the waterfront boardwalk.  A taxi stand is very nearby as well as ATMs at 2 banks about 2 blocks away.


Hotel Caravelle  (www.hotelcaravelle.com) 



44 A Queen Cross Street



Christiansted, St. Croix 00820



340-773-0687 or 800-524-0410



Std rate $135 + tax

AAA approved

Air conditioning, refrigerator, Cable TV, ironing boards, free wireless internet, 43 rooms

Rum Runner Restaurant: Can make Han and Turkey or anything off their menu for DC-8 lunch.  Mission Manager can order in advance and PIs can pick up (and pay for them) the night before (open weekdays 7am- 10:30am, 11:30am – 3pm and 5:30pm -9:30pm and Sat/Sunday 8am – 2pm and 5:30pm to 9:30pm).
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Hotel Caravelle


Hotel Holger Danske (www.holgerhotel.com)



1200 Kings Cross Street



Christiansted, St. Croix 00820



Best Western



340-773-3600 or 1-877-Holgerd



Std rate $110 + tax and will give 10% discount for government

Air conditioning, free internet, refrigerator, hair dryer, ironing board



Coffee maker, Satellite TV, patio, 24hr front desk service, 42 rooms

Angry Nates Restaurant; Can make Turkey and cheese (or 3 cheese) sandwiches with potato salad or cole slaw for DC-8 lunch.  Mission Manager can order in advance and PIs can pick up (and pay $9) the night before (open 7am- 10pm). More items can be ordered off the menu, if ordered in advance.
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